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Tsinghua Fangtang International Forum

The Tsinghua Fangtang International Forum will make its debut in 2025 under the theme “The Future of Sci-
ence, Technology, and Civilization.” Focusing on frontier global issues, the forum actively promotes interdisci-
plinary dialogue between the humanities and technology and advances the study of fundamental questions

and the basic theory.
Its first session in 2025 will explore “The Ethical Singularity in the Al Era.”

The rapid advancement of Al is propelling humanity into an era marked by uncertainty. For centuries, ethical
norms were distilled from our ancestors' experience and refined through ongoing practice, and the value sys-
tems in harmony with their times gradually came into shape. However, the sudden arrival of the Al era has sig-
nificantly hindered ethical practice from keeping up with the rapid technological iteration. This situation pres-
sures humans to grapple with challenges that lie ahead in a forward-looking manner. While debate over the
time when the technological singularity might occur continues, we must also explore and prepare ourselves

well for the corresponding ethical singularity.

Al ethics is not merely a technical issue but also a civilizational challenge. Al has transformed technology
applications and will further reshape our self-understanding and social relations, thus provoking profound
philosophical questions. If existing jobs are widely replaced by Al, how will human beings live with dignity and
purpose? If intelligent agents and robots are deeply integrated into society as caregivers, companions, and
partners, what will be their impact on our current social relations and ethical structure? If machines rise as a
new reference point, will human beings be defined in another way? Which human attributes will grow import-

ant, and which may decline to being irrelevant?

The ethical dimension of Al requires rigorous research in and reflections from the humanities and social
sciences, as well as a grounded understanding of how Al systems operate, the possible trajectories of tech-
nological development, and their physical reality. This forum will convene philosophers, Al experts, science
fiction writers, and leading scholars in other fields from around the world who pay close attention to Al-related
issues. By breaking down disciplinary and geographic boundaries, the forum will foster essential and frontier

discussions, intellectual engagement on the future of civilization, and new forward-looking academic theories.

To this end, the international forum “The Future of Science, Technology, and Civilization: The Ethical Singular-
ity in the Al Era,’ hosted by the Fangtang Institute at Tsinghua University, co-hosted by the Tsinghua Institute
for Advanced Study in Humanities and Social Sciences, the Institute for Al International Governance of Tsing-
hua University, the Center for Al Governance (Tsinghua University), and the Art and Science Research Centre
of Tsinghua University, will be held on June 23, 2025. 18 leading scholars have been invited to attend the forum.

Together, they will explore the core challenges humanity faces in the age of Al.
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Fangtang Institute at Tsinghua University

The Fangtang Institute at Tsinghua University was established in 2024. Leveraging the university's strengths
in multidisciplinary research and its distinctive humanities and social sciences foundation, the institute is ded-
icated to building itself into a source for original innovation with global influence and a world-leading hub of
scientific and humanistic thoughts.

“Fangtang” derives from the poem Thoughts from Reading by Zhu Xi, a renowned Neo-Confucian scholar of
the Southern Song Dynasty: “There lies a glassy oblong pool (Fangtang), Where light and shade pursue their
course. How can it remain so clear? For fresh water flows in from the source!” The institute’s mission is to “ex
plore and spread the ideological premise, cultural mechanism, and educational law of cultivating world-class
innovative talents and producing major original, innovative achievements.” Through sustained effort, it hopes
to introduce more “fresh water from the source” into the pool of academic research.

Since its inception, the institute has positioned itself as the site for bold intellectual exploration and the cradle
of new ideas. With the spirit of reform and an open outlook, it actively fosters a culture of innovation, accu-
mulates fertile soil for creative thoughts, and encourages deep, cross-disciplinary intellectual exchange. With
"aesthetic appreciation for people, problems, and methods in scholarship” as the anchor, it gathers global top
scholars who uphold the ideals of pure academic inquiries and pursue excellence in theoretical innovation,
builds a new academic ecosystem, facilitates breakthroughs at the frontier domains of humanities and sci-
ence, and provides intellectual guidance for humanity as it steps into the Al era.
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TSINGHUA INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY IN HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
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Tsinghua Institute for Advanced Study in Humanities and Social Sciences (TIAS) is an interdisciplinary and
international academic platform dedicated to advancing theoretical research and cutting-edge scholarship in
the humanities and social sciences. Building on Tsinghua University's multidisciplinary strengths, the institute
facilitates dialogue among scholars across cultures, disciplines, and backgrounds while fostering diverse col-
laborations with research institutions worldwide.

Since its founding in 2009, TIAS has organized numerous international conferences and hosted over a hun-
dred lectures in its “Humanities and Societies” series. These events have drawn scholars from Asia, Africa,
Latin America, Europe, and North America to present research, participate in workshops, and engage in aca-
demic exchange at Tsinghua. The institute's activities also attract faculty and students from Tsinghua and oth-
er Beijing-based universities and research institutions, creating a vibrant intellectual community.

Current Permanent Faculty:
= WANG Hui (Director of TIAS)
«  CUI Zhiyuan
= FENG Xiang
= SHEN Weirong
= SONG Nianshen
= WANG Zhongchen
= YAN Hairong
= FENG Naixi (Associate Professor)
= YUAN Xianxin (Associate Professor)

TIAS edits the academic series Remapping, which has published eleven volumes to date. The series welcomes
interdisciplinary, cross-cultural, and transregional research, promoting theoretical innovation and scholarly
breakthroughs in the humanities and social sciences.
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TIAS Tsinghua Institute for Advanced Study in Humanities and Social Sciences
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INSTITUTE FOR Al INTERNATIONAL GOVERNANCE TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY
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Approved to be established by Tsinghua University in April 2020, the Institute for Al International Governance (I-AllG) is a univer-
sity-level research institution headed by Xue Lan, a renowned science and technology (S&T) policy expert and senior professor
of liberal arts at Tsinghua University. Andrew Chi-Chih Yao, a Turing Award winner and academician at the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, serves as the chair of the academic committee of I-AllG. The Institute takes pride in its strong resident and nonresi-
dent research forces made up of leading scholars, young academics, and industry heavyweights. Leveraging Tsinghua's existing
resources and interdisciplinary strengths in Al and international governance, I-AllG conducts research on major theoretical
issues and policy needs regarding global Al governance, as it aims to enhance Tsinghua's global academic influence and policy
leadership and to provide intellectual support for China's active engagement in this arena.

Since its inception, I-AllG has undertaken major projects including China’s Major S&T projects (known as ‘Innovation 2030") and
Strategic Research Projects on S&T Innovation commissioned by the Ministry of Science and Technology, published a series of
research reports, and proposed policy recommendations to the Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Ministry of Industry and Information Technology, National Development and Reform Commission, and Cyberspace Administra-
tion of China, among other departments. The International Al Cooperation and Governance Forum hosted by I-AllIG has grown
to be an important gathering in this field in China, and its U'n’Al Youth Al4SDG Bootcamp has convened young people from
around the world. In addition, the Institute has launched widely discussed programs and publications including the Al Gover-
nance Lectures, Al Governance Dialogue, International Al Governance Newsletters, Al On Air, etc. Actively forging international
cooperation, I-AllG has established close partnerships with prestigious institutions, organizations and the industry including the
Technical University of Munich, Cambridge University, Carnegie Mellon University, United Nations Development Programme,
International Telecommunication Union, World Federation of Engineering Organizations, etc.
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The Center for Al Governance is among the Beijing Humanities and Social Science Research Centers ap-
proved by the Beijing Municipal Education Commission. The Center is based at the School of Public Policy &
Management, Tsinghua University, and supported by the School of Social Sciences, the School of Humanities,
the School of Law, the Institute of Education, the Institute for Artificial Intelligence, and the Institute for Inter-
disciplinary Information Sciences of Tsinghua University. At the same time, the Center makes best of Tsing-
hua’s multidisciplinary advantages and achievements in artificial intelligence (Al) technology, public policy,
science and technology governance, technology sociology, technology philosophy, and law. It studies the Al
culture, ethics, education, social cognition and investigation, and forms the “Beijing School” of Al governance.
The Center is committed to becoming a world-class, leading academic highland on Al governance in China.
By building a platform for sharing academic research and humanistic ideas of Al governance, it proposes the
Beijing Al Principles. Furthermore, it aims to cultivate innovative talent in Al governance theory, build a first-
class research team on Al governance, and establish a national interdisciplinary Al governance with leading
demonstration effects. The Center also works to popularize and create a highland of “intelligent culture and
digital humanities,’ to provide theoretical support and suggestions for the modernization of national and capi-
tal governance in the digital era.
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In May 2001, under the joint initiative of Mr. Wu Guanzhong, a renowned artist, and Mr. Tsung-Dao Lee, a No-
bel laureate in Physics, the Art and Science Research Center, Tsinghua University, was officially established.
Mr. Wu Guanzhong believed that science reveals the mysteries of the universe, while art reveals the mysteries
of emotion; Mr. Tsung-Dao Lee proposed that the common foundation of science and art lies in human cre-
ativity, and both pursue the universality of truth as their goal.

Co-established by the Academy of Arts and Design, Tsinghua University, along with the Department of Com-
puter Science and Technology, School of Medicine, and School of Journalism and Communication of Tsing-
hua University, the center undertakes the mission of organizing and conducting interdisciplinary academic
activities in arts and science research, aiming to integrate and elevate arts and science to new heights. Its
purpose is to promote the integration of arts and science, explore and develop emerging disciplines that meet
the development needs of the new century, improve the modern higher education system, inherit the excellent
cultural traditions of Tsinghua University, and lay the foundation for building a world-class university and first-
class disciplines.
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Art & Science Research Center Tsinghua University
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AGENDA OF

TSINGHUA FANGTANG INTERNATIONAL FORUM 2025

08:00-09:00 ¢
09:00-09:10 ¢
09:10-0920 ¢
09:20-09:30 ¢
09:30-1000 ¢
1000-1030 ¢
1030-11:00 ¢
11:00-11:30 o

11:30-13:30 o

JUNE 23

Signin
Remarks Wang Hui Chair of the Tsinghua Fangtang International Forum

Qiu Yong Secretary of the CPC Tsinghua University Committee

Yang Jinfang Donor and Member of the Management Committee of the Fangtang Research Fund
Keynote speech  Yao Qizhi Al Safety and Governance

Vincent C.Muller  Universal Al ethics: Scope and method
Zhao Tingyang Ready for a world of bi-subjectivities?

Zeng Yi Redefining Superalignment for Human-Living Al Symbiosis

Lunch and informal discussions

INAEIRaTelo s = [elg8  Meng Minwei Humanistic Building

13:30-16:00 e

16:00-16:30 4

16:30-18:30 e

Panel discussions

Panel 1: The Human-Superintelligence Relationship in 2100: Metaphors, Analogies, and Re-invention

The year 2025 marks the 75th anniversary of Alan Turing’ s proposed test for machine intelligence. As we look ahead to the next 75 years,
can we envision a hopeful future of coexistence between humans and superintelligent AI? What metaphors, narratives, or analogies can
help us comprehend our future relationship with these pervasive intelligent agents? What are the inherent risks involved in realizing such
optimistic visions, and how might we effectively manage them? How will the existence of superintelligent Al influence the dignity and
meaning of human life?

Participating Scholars: Stephen Cave. Chen Qiufan. Tang Wenming. Atoosa Kasirzadeh

Panel 2: Understanding Machines: Consciousness, Morality, and Risk

Is it genuinely possible for humans to create machines with morality? In the human—machine relationship, are humans destined to be the
sole moral agents? By what criteria could we determine whether a machine is truly conscious? And if consciousness is attainable for
machines, might it exist in varying stages or levels? Among the array of hypothetical risks posed by superintelligence, which are more
pressing, long-term threats or more immediate, near-term concerns? Could superintelligence introduce unforeseen variables into this
equation, extending beyond the simple dichotomy of just humans and machines?

Participating Scholars: Shimon Edelman. Vincent C. Muller. Wang Jue. Zhang Weite

Panel 3: On the Eve of the Singularity: How Should Humanity Find Its Place and Purpose?

As Al continues its rapid advance, existing human jobs are poised to be replaced on a massive scale. Intelligent agents and robots are
becoming deeply integrated into human society as new caregivers, companions, and partners. The emergence of Al-enhanced humans
and digital immortality is forcing philosophical, religious, and ethical issues back into the spotlight. Al is not only transforming the
application of technology but is also deeply reshaping human cognition, ethics, and social relationships, raising new philosophical questions
and demanding fresh reflections. How will Al redefine every aspect of human life? What will be its impact on our current social orders and
moral traditions? And how should we navigate this new reality?

Participating Scholars: Baoshu. Zhao Dingxin. Francesco Verso. Sun Zhouxing

Tea break
Roundtable

Moderator: Wang Hui
Participating Scholars: Tang Wenming. Wu Yan. Stephen Cave. Zhao Tingyang. Zhao Dingxin. LiangZheng. Sun Zhouxing
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WANG Hui is the Distinguished Professor in the School of Humanities at Tsinghua University and Director of the
Tsinghua Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities and Social Sciences. He has been elected as a foreign
member of Academia Europaea (MAE) since 2024.His research interests include Chinese intellectual history,
Chinese literature and social and political theory. He has received numerous awards for his scholarship, includ-
ing the Luca Pacioli Award (2013) and Anneliese Maier Research Award(2018). His recent English publications
include The Rise of Modern Chinese Thought (2022), China’s Twentieth Century (2016), China from
Empire to Nation-State (2015), and The Politics of Imagining Asia (2011).
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World-renowned computer scientist, 2000 A.M. Turing Award Laureate, Academician of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences, Director of the Institute for Interdisciplinary Information Sciences (111S), Tsinghua University. His

research spans computational theory, cryptography and quantum computing, with fundamental contribu-
tions to communication complexity, cryptographic foundations and distributed quantum computing.
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Professor at the School of Public Policy and Management, Tsinghua University, Deputy Director of Tsinghua
University's Institute for Al International Governance (I-AllG), Deputy Director of Tsinghua University's China
Institute for Science and Technology Policy (CISTP), Secretary-General of the Academic Committee of
Tsinghua University’s Center for Science & Technology Development and Governance, Council Member and
Deputy Secretary-General of the China Association for Science of Science and S&T Policy, Deputy Director
of the Public Management Specialized Committee. Liang's research focuses on science and technology
innovation policy, globalization of research and development, standards and intellectual property, and gov-
ernance of emerging technologies.
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He is currently serves as Professor and Chair of the Department of Philosophy at Tsinghua University Member
of Tsinghua University Academic Committee, Chair of the School of Humanities Academic Committee. He is
also Vice-Dean of Institute for Ethics and Religions at Tsinghua University, and Secretary general of Chinese
Confucius Society. His main interests are Chinese philosophy, Ethics, Political philosophy, and Religious Stud-
ies. He has published seven books and more than one-hundred academic papers. Some of his books and pa-
pers have been translated into English, French, German and Korean.
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Professor at Southern University of Science and Technology, science fiction writer, scholar. He presided over
China’s first social science project on science fiction and has won awards such as the National Outstanding
Children’s Literature Award and the Thomas D. Clareson Award.
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Tsinghua University Distinguished Professor of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences, Dean of Schwarzman Col-
lege, Tsinghua University, Director of Tsinghua University's Institute for Al International Governance (I-AllG), Director
of Tsinghua University's Center for China Innovation and Development Strategy, Co-Director of Tsinghua University’s
Institute for Sustainable Development Goals. Xue's research spans public policy and public administration, sci-
ence and technology innovation policy, crisis management, and global governance, with extensive publications in
each of the fields. From 2000 to 2018, he successively served as Deputy Dean, Executive Deputy Dean, and
Dean of the School of Public Policy and Management, Tsinghua University.
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X # | Zhao Dingxin

HIRZAXNESEMRRRK. 218 KZ Max Palevsky RIKHFEHIR. HARTEBEREHESE. K
BHESFMHSRELZEIL. PXEER(HSSBREMNHX ) . (RAKSMNHFZZEERNOER) . (R
FHIRE DY ( EEUREIE ) . (HAARHESZE)  (HSRZFREFE) . UR(ER. KFEHELRE:
AR AR AL R )

Director of the Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities, Zhejiang University; and Max Palevsky Profes-
sor Emeritus at the University of Chicago. His research encompasses historical sociology, political sociology,
and social science methodology. His works include The Confucian-Legalist Stages:A New Theory of

Chinese History and Political Movements, Wars in Eastern Zhou Dynasty and the Birth of Confu-
cian-Legalist States and Nation, War and Historical Development.

% | Zengi

FEMZERBMNUARAARR. ATERECESKERRPOEE, ERIBAISRRESRER
Rk, BEERATIERSEHDIMERAER, HRIAHRATEECESREETRAER,
FRERZATERCERARAMAZERSER. TERRTVFAREXMALER. ALBREFZS5LHE.
ATEEREL5RE. ALBRSTRELR

Research Fellow at the Institute of Automation, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Director of the CAS Center for
Al Ethics and Governance, President of the Beijing Institute for Forward-looking Al Security and Governance,
Member of the UN High-Level Advisory Body on Artificial Intelligence, Member of the WHO Expert
Group on Al Ethics and Governance, Member of the Advisory Board of the Institute for Ethics in Al at the Uni-
versity of Oxford. His research focuses on brain-inspired artificial intelligence, Al philosophy and ethics, Al se-
curity and governance, and Al for sustainable development.
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T M | Baoshu

FERERBLORRER, EXRBERAH, EAREXXRFEHMLT. RRE(HBZE)Y (XR=MR) F,
BRI, ExXE, ERIFIFAZEIES.

one of China's leading new-generation sci-fi writers. He holds a bachelor’s degree from the Department of Phi-
losophy, Peking University; and a master’s degree from the University of Leuven in Belgium. His works include

Ruins of Time , Three Tastings of the Delicacy. He has won multiple Galaxy and Nebula Awards, with his

works translated into many languages.

BRIKIR, | Chen Qiufan

PEMLOER, KRE GRE) (AIRR#HTRA) , D BRAOMSEER" RAEER, (ERBIFN 20 KM
BS, REZR. RITRERIT

Chinese sci-fi writer known for Waste Tide and Al 2041, pioneer of “sci-fi realism". His works have been trans-
lated into 20+ languages and have won Galaxy & Nebula Awards.
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FNES | Sun Zhouxing
AIRZHAHFELRR . BREEK, KIIFE EREEEZERAZAEE, THMMFOBERRXE)
S, EF (RKREZFH) (AXHERNEZE) , ESRARKHANEIE,
Chair Professor at Zhejiang University and library director, specializes in German philosophy (Heidegger,

Nietzsche) and techno-art philosophy. He edited Heidegger’s Collected Works , advocating humanistic
innovation in the technological era.

F i [ WanglJue

ARRBAFEFREE, ARAOAIINEEZE. HREF. NACES, EPMRESASEARE.
AIB#EEZE. A CE,
Professor of Philosophy at Xi'an Jiaotong University. Her research interests include foreign philosophy,

comparative philosophy and applied ethics. Her recent research focuses on body phenomenology, philos-
ophy of artificial intelligence, and ethics of technology.
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ok {F4F | Zhang Weite
BERXZFHEBREIRK, FEAFEFRPERIR, TUEHERERE. tTEFZRATEEER,

He serves as Associate Dean of Xinya College at Tsinghua University, Assistant Professor of Philosophy at
Tsinghua University, specializing in modern Western philosophy, metaphilosophy, and philosophy of artificial
intelligence.

#&STRH | Zhao Tingyang

ERXB—RHR, PEHLSHERZETER, BERXLEER. RTHBRAREFEIL. BUGEZEMN
heEFE, KARELEE “XTHRR" , “ERER" , "$hEafE%E" . EHE(—1IMBEZA) . (£
—EBENXR) . (FHERHAR)Y . (RTHRR) . (RTHIAHE) . (BthE) . (HBE, WK,
BE) . (SHIBEFIEMLE) %

Member of the Academic Divisions of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and Research Fellow of
The Central Research Institute of Culture and History.” Zhao has long engaged in philosophical research on
ontology, political philosophy, and philosophy of history. His representative theories include “Tianxia System’,
“Whirlpool Model’, “Verb Philosophy’, etc.His works include Alles Unter dem Himmel ; Tianxia tout sous
un Meme Ciel ; All-under-heaven ; The Tianxia System for a Possible World Order ; Redefining a
Philosophy for World Governance ; Tianxia: Una filosofia para la gobernanza global; Tutto Sotto il
Cielo ; Nowa Filozofia ladu Swiatowego.
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Stephen Cave

SIFRERBHIM/RBERERRKRPOTE, BREERAREAXHARAKEEE. MEREEEE (AL
BEME) . (THEEXAIEGE) . (CKE) M RBFEREFEKE) o MHARBERHESIKET 100
RERBERE, HAEEZBEREELDIFCAIERERASEZMMEXE =,

Director of the Institute for Technology and Humanity, and of the Leverhulme Centre for the Future of Intelli-
gence, University of Cambridge. His works include Al Narratives, Feminist Al, Inmortality, and Should

You Choose to Live Forever?. His research has been featured in over 100 major global print media out-
lets, and he regularly comments on Al technology and philosophy-related issues.

Shimon Edelman
RRRFZVEZFHEFR, HARRFARXEHTHEEETEEMREIAE, PRIz, MK
RBA. IBEENSIRF, EREAISR. LVEEZERBIRUTHERICTE . EEAE (A5 RHEMS
ARLZHEE) 5E(RIRED)
Professor of Psychology at Cornell University. His 100+ academic papers and scores of book chapters span a
broad range of research topics, including motor control, visual perception, language evolution and acquisi-

tion, and extend to artificial intelligence, philosophy of mind, and computational theories of consciousness. His
recent books include Life, Death, and Other Inconvenient Truths and The Consciousness Revolutions.
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Francesco Verso

BAMBLMER, (REKBL)ABHEE. LRBLIER (Nexhuman ) { The Roamers ) &, —EIRRAX.
BESHREZEXR.
Francesco Verso, Italian science fiction writer, Editor of Future Fiction. His published works include Nexhu-

man and The Roamers, which consistently explore the relationship between humanity, technology, and the
environment.

Atoosa Kasirzadeh

THAEBBAZEZRSRELRMSERRZNENERFE. twEAERTENNDS (ACM) AF, @F
S5ZEPSIESERTHRBNEXRENEIKITIE. 2025-2027 F, HHAEHREFILE “SKAKR%K
BES - ANIEgASZESR” BE, RES52KACI (BAAILSEE ) AEERMKIT.

Assistant Professor jointly appointed in the Department of Philosophy and the Software and Societal Sys-
tems Department at Carnegie Mellon University. She serves on the Steering Committee of the ACM Confer-
ence on Fairness, Accountability, and Transparency (ACM FAccT), driving global conversations on algorithmic
governance. From 2025 to 2027, she will serve as a member of the Global Future Council on Al at the World
Economic Forum, deeply involved in designing the global AGI (Artificial General Intelligence) governance
framework.
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Vincent C. MUller

RIRBAIR - A EARZF( FAU )ALLK 5 SHEZFEHIR, FIEEZRALEEEZM T A0 PAIR )L
KRRABRETIRFIHEER; BNANMRANEERE, ATSREZFZSIR,; BNNBSARREKE €
B, ZREHSEFIE ERATRE

Alexander von Humboldt Professor at University of Erlangen-Nuremberg (FAU), Director of FAU's Centre for
Philosophy and Al Research (PAIR), Visiting Professor at Eindhoven University of Technology, President of the

European Society for Cognitive Systems, Chair of the Society for the Philosophy of Artificial Intelligence, and
Chair of the euRobotics topics group on ‘ethical, legal and socio-economic issues:.
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